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Synopsis

An estimated thirteen million people in the U.S. are not served by a public library. This presents
opportunities for creating new libraries. Involving complex, time-consuming, and expensive
decisions, the prospect of starting a library without the right direction seems overwhelming. The
Public Library Start-Up Guide provides a framework for success - from looking at the big strategic
picture to picking the furniture. Hage offers a succinct, nontechnical, and step-by-step approach
covering all the practical issues for library professionals as well as nonlibrarians who need to know
where to start. With savvy guidance on all aspects of providing public library service, this is the
comprehensive one-stop resource for planning and starting a new library. Community leaders,
Friends of Libraries, trustees, policymakers, and municipal officials as well as librarians will find a

friendly, accessible, and concise guide to help them get the job done.
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Customer Reviews

This guide to creating public library services pairs well with Libraries, Mission, & Marketing [RBB Mr
1 04]. Both written by library professionals experienced in library administration and public relations,
these compact volumes work together to provide focus and options in planning, promoting, and
developing or expanding a library. Although they can be used separately, their subjects are
complementary and interrelated. Establishing a library with furnishings, staff, and services does little
good if its mission and promotion of that mission are not carefully considered, just as a clear vision

of service is useless if the institution cannot meet its goals. Take a two-fisted approach and study



both guides, and you’ll not only provide the best library service but be able to explain how and why

you do so. RBBCopyright A© American Library Association. All rights reserved

In The Public Library Start-Up Guide, Christine Lind Hage draws upon her experience and expertise
to provide the reader with a no-nonsense guide to getting a public library off the ground. Individual
chapters comprehensively address how to secure library financing; long-term plans; building and
furnishing a suitable public library; library promotion; and much, much more. Research, tried and
tested methods, anecdotes, and an overall wealth of firsthand information and "walk-through" steps
fill the pages of this absolute "must-read" for anyone responsible for the creation or establishment of

a public library within their community.
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